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Notes from the Festivity meeting held on
Monday 4th September at Arkwright’s Mill, Cromford 
Present: 
Gordon Booth 

Barlow Proms
Sharon Brown 

Melbourne Festival
Pamela Butler

Chesterfield Arts & Market Festival

Alison Foote 

Wirksworth Festival
Laura Guthrie

Erewash Festival of Light

John Rogers 

DVMWHS Discovery Days
Nicola Wildgoose 

Matlock Bath Illuminations 
Stephanie Billen 

Buxton Festival Fringe
Mike Caine


Buxton Festival Fringe

Apologies:
Ann Wright 


Derbyshire Literature Festival
Jenny Welsh 

Buxton Opera

Jo Stockdale

Erewash Festival of Light

George Gunby

Belper Arts Festival
1.
Actions from notes of previous meeting
· The Festivity stall at the Food and Drink Fair was a great success, although a pity the Explorer maps weren’t available for it.

· Festivity would welcome a presence at it every year.

· This would be an ideal project for young people/work with Travel and Tourism students – please see Section 6. 
2.
Live and Local – Discussion with John Laidlaw

· John didn’t make the meeting, but the following was discussed. 
· In general members support the ideas as outlined in the Company Profile paper sent previously. They are particularly keen for the project to focus on work with young people/young audiences, plus perhaps young artists too.  However if Festivity is to be a partner in this they really do need to meet with Live & Local before any bid is submitted. 
· The following festivals have to date expressed a specific interest so may be useful for John to contact them direct  

· Erewash Festival of Light – Laura Guthrie

· Melbourne Festival – Sharon Brown

· Chesterfield Arts Festival/The Pomegranate Young Persons Festival – Carole Copeland/Pam Butler
· Wirksworth Festival – although need to confirm with new Manager Natasha Astara. 

ACTION  
Alison: to contact John to raise these points.

John has since been in contact. He apologised for missing the meeting and said he is keen to arrange a meeting with Festivity members to talk through proposals
Ann: to follow up with John and arrange meeting 
3.
Visit Peak District guides for 2013
· Nobody from VPD was in attendance so members were not sure what opportunities there may be for 2013. 
· The following however has since been sent from VPD. 
· The visitor guide will be published on 15th December and 150,000 copies will be printed. A copy of the proposed editorial content will be circulate in mid-October. 

· All Festivals to send copy/up to date images/key dates for 2013 festivals by Monday 24th September.
· If you have images for consideration, please could you send them to  Dan Eagar at dan.eagar@visitpeakdistrict.com. 
· As last year, Janette will be editor in chief and priority will be given to assets and attractions that reflect the VPD brand values and have the strongest attractor appeal.
· The Explorer Maps will again be published.  The booking deadline is 1st December, with editorial deadline 1st January, published February half term.  All copy/dates/images to be sent to Jane Price (jane.price@visitpeakdistrict.com).  

· There are a number of new maps, including an Arts and Crafts map which may be of interest to members. 
ACTIONS:

Ann: to circulate all information re advertising in Visit Peak District Publications to Festivity members
4.
Membership of Festivity 
· Currently 43 members and 3 associate members. There are still approx 50 festivals in the area who are not members.
· Members asked for a link to a list of Festivity members. A list exits on the weebly site but may need updating http://festivity.weebly.com/members.htm
ACTIONS:
Sharon: To contact Ashby Festival and suggest they join 

Carole: to send details of the Pomegranate Play Writing Festival (March 2013) and Pomegranate Young Persons Festival so they can be added
Ann: to update list of Festival Members on Weebly
5.
Festivity Website / Update Festivals 
· The weebly mini site and artsderbyshire need updating with 2013 dates. 
· The Festival Toolkit on the artsderbyshire website, was created in 2008, so needs updating. 

· Members  agreed the toolkit is very useful and could do with at least some of the following improvements 

· It is very lengthy – could really do with clearer overview/summaries

· On online version with navigation option may help with this. 

· Needs to be a lot more info on social networking, online ticketing/ applications, i.e. smarter use of digital technology. 
ACTIONS:

All: Send dates for 2013 to arts.team@derbyshire.gov.uk
All : Send photos of 2012 festivals to arts.team@derbyshire.gov.uk
All: Volunteer required to update the Festivity Twitter and Facebook accounts (as Sam has now left the Arts Team). Volunteers to contact arts.team@derbyshire.gov.uk
Sharon: to review Festival Toolkit and feedback to the next meeting 
6.
Work with Young People
· John has made strong links with Highfields School and took some Yr 12 students to the UNESCO Conference, all of whom are keen to keep involved

· Highfields and Chesterfield are both introducing a travel and tourism course. John will be meeting with reps from this course and start to explore the possibility of developing links between them and Festivity. 

· Creating and managing a promotion event for Festivity at the Derbyshire Food and Drink Fair could provide a really good work experience opportunity for these students. 

· Members were keen to know if the Arts Team would be getting a new apprentice to replace Sam – NB The answer to this is no.
· There was also some discussion about members working together to try and provide alternative apprenticeship opportunities within Festivity, possibly linked to 6th Forms, possibly using Arts Award. Laura could work with her local 6th form.

7.
Updates from Members 
· Matlock Illuminations has started and the visitor numbers are good to date. 
· Chesterfield Arts and Market Festival now programmed, will start beginning of Nov, brochure is out. 
· A tender document is currently out for the Community Arts Festival in May. 
· Melbourne Festival starts with first concert on 7th Sept.
· Festival of Light starts on 22nd of Sept.
· Barlow Proms took place in June. A strange year in terms of ticket sales. Lots more pre sales with people travelling further, possibly due to the Explorer Map. On the days sales were down due to poor weather. Commercial sponsorship was 2-3 times better than previous years.
· Buxton Fringe – Ticket sales up by 24% this year. They are currently running a competition to design next year’s brochure cover. Deadline 1st October. 
· Buxton Festival has a new Executive Director, Randall Shannon and new Artistic Director, Steven Barlow.
· Discovery Days 9 days of activities, 160 events, starts 27th October. 3rd November is the finale event with a torch lit procession to Masson Mill for Mills and Chimneys concert.
· Wirksworth Festival starts on 7th September. Highlights include the Arts and Architecture Trails, Outdoor screenings by QUAD ( 1st weekend) the Up and Coming wknd- young artist showcase weekend ( 2nd weekend)  and Community Celebration ( 3rd weekend). 
· Belper Arts Festival is confirmed for 4-27 May 2013.  The Short Play Competition has attracted fifty scripts so far, with another two months to go to the closing date.  The web site should be up and running at the end of this month.
· The Belper Passion is scheduled for 29 March and applications have gone in for road closures, etc. 
8.
Appointment of New Chair

· As Alison has now left Wirksworth Festival she will be standing down as Chair of Festivity.  Alison thanked all members of Festivity for their support and contribution to the development of Festivity.  She said she was proud of the achievements that have been made in a short time and looked forward to seeing Festivity go from strength to strength. 
· Alison is happy to keep in contact with members and can be contacted at alison@alisonfoote.plus.com or 07702 829985.
ACTIONS: 

All: Applications for new Chair of Festivity to Ann by 26th October. 

Ann: To manage process of election of new Chair and to inform members by mid November. 
9.  
AOB 
· The annual BAFA is on the 7,8,9 November at the Barbican, London http://www.artsfestivals.co.uk/bafa-events
10.
Dates of Next Meetings
· Monday, 14th January 2013, 1.30-3.30pm, The Level Centre, Rowsley

· Wednesday, 15th May 2013, 1.30-3.30pm, Melbourne Festival

· Thursday, 29th August 2013, 10am-12pm, venue tba
