Festivity – Derbyshire Festival Forum 

Note from Meeting at The Level Centre on 17 January 2010

3.  Festival Dates 

· Debbie Porter – will be producing another  festival feature for artsderbyshire 

ACTION 
All festivals to update festival dates for 2011 and 12 on artsderbyshire 

Ann Wright to ask Debbie if 2012 dates can be listed at the end of the 2011 Festival article.  

All festivals to upload their 2011 and 2012 dates onto the wiki calendar

Steve W – to first invite all those participating in the forum to join the wiki site 

Steve W – to look at feasibility of setting up a Festivity Facebook Group 

4. Joint Promotion

· Decided that it was perhaps already too late for shared flyer for 2011, however we need to start getting organised for 2012.
· We could look into the  possibly producing a Festival digest, for distribution around visitor attractions, hotels etc 
· Members could produce a shared footer for emails / newsletter, including  

· We are members of Festivity, the Derbyshire Festival Forum 
· Add link to the artsderbyshire website/ festivals feature

· List forthcoming dates of festivals – we may each chose 3 or 4 festivals to partner up with so as not to get too wordy.  
ACTION 
Next Meeting - Set up small working group to pull together costs/ feasibility/ possible funding for shared flyer of festival dates 
Alison Foote to Invite David Thornton – Visit Peak District and Derbyshire to one of our next meetings 
Next meeting - agree way forward with footer 
5.  Work with Young People 

· Surtal have commissioned a cross cultural music piece for touring around 5 festivals – could be an exchange between city and rural young people. Gopa to send the group more information on this 

· Holymoorside – hold a schools concert

· Heanor – schools take part in street theatre and also produce scarecrows
· Artsaward is a potential  way of festivals working with young people 
· Catherine Rogers ( Writing East Midlands) will be working with Artsward and could share knowledge re this process

· There are a number of ways that festivals can offer young people work experience – through work placements, employment training schemes, internships ect

· Derby University have a good service for advertising work placements. 
· Kim Johnson, Derbyshire Arts Education Co-ordinator is currently developing a children in care and carers project that festival could support. 
ACTION 
Alison Foote to contact Derby University to find out more about their work placement scheme

Alison Foote – to invite Kim Johnson to a future meeting 
6. Other Areas for Possible Collaboration 

· Potential to create a Derbyshire wide – Festival fringe. Possibly around the month of September when at least 3 main festivals are taking place. Combining the offer will make it more attractive for artists from outside the area to travel and perform at various locations plus better profile. 2012, the Cultural Olympiad or 2015 Derby and Derbyshire Year of Culture are both good opportunities for this. 
· Sharing Resources – the  previous Festival Forum produced a list of resources that might be shared 
ACTION 
Alison Foote to ask Ann Wright if the list of resources still exists

If so Alison Foote to add to the wiki and All Festivals to update 

7. How the Forum Moves Forward 
· Agreed name of Festivity – Derbyshire Festival Forum 

· Festivity needs to agree what its primary role is, otherwise we may end up trying to do too much and achieving little. 

· Areas to consider include  
· Marketing, Promotions and Advocacy

· Joint programming

· Networking 

· Sharing / Developing Resources 

· Work with Young People 

· Anything else? 

ACTION 
Steve W to look to see if we can set up a poll to vote on the wiki
If so all festivals to vote the priority areas of working for the forum 

Next Meeting consider some simple terms of reference for the group. So far have agreed we’ll meet every 3 months as a follow on to the DADG Meeting starting at 1.30

Useful Resources 

BAFA – British Arts Festival Association www.artsfestivals.co.uk 
Festival Fox-  http://festivalfox.com
Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday March 15 at Junction Arts, Shirebrook 1.30 – 3.30
