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Notes from the Festivity meeting held on Wednesday 11th January at Ilkeston Academy

Present: 
Stephanie Billen (Buxton Festival Fringe), Gordon Booth (Barlow Proms), Samuel Brown (Festivity Admin), Sharon Brown (Melbourne Festival), Alison Foote (Wirksworth Festival), Rachel Guest (Visit Peak District), Gopa Nath (Surtal Arts), Debbie Porter (artsderbyshire), John Rogers (Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Sites), Linda Rolland (Buxton Festival Fringe), Stephanie Walsh (Derby Food & Drink), Nicola Wildgoose (Matlock Bath Illuminations), Ann Wright (Derbyshire Literature Festival) 

Apologies:
Alison Betteridge, Pamela Butler, Julian Butt, Jo Stockdale, Jenny Walsh
1.
Actions from notes of previous meeting

The Festivity website has been updated and YouTube, Flickr and Vimeo accounts have been set up:
http://festivity.weebly.com/index.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/festivity/
ACTIONS:

All: Those who haven’t yet sent in their dates from 2012 and 2013 to Sam Brown please do so

Sam: Re-send Festivity logos to members
2.
2012 Festivals guide progress
· Visit Peak District is hoping to get the Festivity Explorer Map ready to send out towards the end of February
· There will be 40,000 copies of the maps printed and distributed nationally, mainly through out-of-county Tourist Information Centres
· There is also a double-page spread in the Visitor Guide
· Explorer maps will be A5 in size; a special of £100 for Festivity members buys one third of an A5 side with details of your festival
· Inclusion in the list of Festivals in Derbyshire is free, as is editorial coverage
· The character limit for copy is 1085 letters
· Copy should be sent as soon as possible so that it can be ready to compile by the end of February
ACTIONS:
Sam: Send out Visit Peak District form to all Festivity members

Sam: Send list of Festival dates and contacts to Jeanette Sykes, for the listing in the Explorer Map

All: Send copy or news for the Explorer Map editorial to Jeanette Sykes (jeanette.sykes@visitpeakdistrict.com) 
3. 
Other joint promotional opportunities
· All members should link to the Festivity webpage in their emails and on their websites, if possible
· There is the possibility of writing a Festivity press release which everyone can then send to their press contacts. Further discussion is required about this
· The Derbyshire Food & Drink Festival will be held on the 26th & 27th May 2012 at Hardwick Hall.  More than 12,000 people are expected to attend.  It is a good opportunity for other festivals to promote their events; there will be a Festivity stall at the Fair, so please let Sam have any publicity materials you have available
· Data capture opportunity: prize draw requiring completion of questionnaire at the Derbyshire Food & Drink Festivity stall
· All festivals could swap leaflets with the other festivals in order to cross-promote
ACTIONS:
All: Add Festivity logo to emails and link to Festivity website, where possible
Alison: Look into possibility of a joint Festivity press release
Alison and Stephanie B: Look into how BAFA could help Festivity, e.g. press pack

All: Make use of the promotional opportunity at the Derbyshire Food & Drink Festival in May; please send any publicity materials to Sam for distribution at the Fair

All: Send any videos to Sam via disc or email (NB film files only, not embedded videos, please)
Sam: Email round to Festivity members a week before the May meeting, reminding them to bring along any promotional materials they want to put on the stall at the Food & Drink Fair
Ann: Get a Festivity banner produced on behalf of the group

All: Liaise with other festivals before and after your own to exchange leaflets for cross-promotion
4. 
Work with young people

· John Rogers can approach the new Youth Council on behalf of Festivity.  Sam will also attend
ACTIONS: 

John R: Talk to the new Youth Council about Festivity

John R: Liaise with Alison and Sam over setting up a small task group to look at how to involve more young people in all aspects of festivals
5. 
Any Other Business
· The Derbyshire Literature Festival will take place from 11th-20th May and will have a Jubilee theme: www.derbyshire.gov.uk/festival 
· Grant forms for Arts Festival Grants and Small Arts Grants are now online: http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/arts_entertainment/arts_development/grants/default.asp 
ACTIONS: 

Sam: Set up Facebook and Twitter for Festivity
Sam: Continue to update Festivity website with new members, meeting notes and news
6.
Dates of Next Meetings
· Wednesday, 9th May 2012, 1.30-3.30pm, People Express, Swadlincote
· Monday, 10th September 2012, 1.30-3.30pm, Junction Arts, Shirebrook






